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Our new 2021-2022 fiscal year is barely underway, yet so much is going on here at Bet Shira! 

Rabbi Jesse has been here a month and he has been stamping his imprint on our congregation.  

I recall his first two days here, a Friday and a Saturday, and helping guide him through the particular 

details of our Shabbat services.  Fast forward to now, and he is conducting those services like a 

seasoned Bet Shira veteran! 

We have already rolled out the first in a series of meet-and-greets with Rabbi Jesse at 

congregants’ homes.  There will be more to come, so if you would like to get together and chat in a 

small group setting, please let the office know and our Membership Committee will set you up. 

Opportunities for education abound, as Rabbi Jesse has instituted teaching sessions following 

some of our Havdalah and minyan services.  If there is a topic you are interested in learning about, 

just let us know and we will try to work it into our offerings. 

We also know how to have fun at Bet Shira.  On August 14 we will be cheering on the Miami 

Marlins as they face the Atlanta Braves at Loan Depot Park on Jewish Heritage Day.  Admittedly, it 

can be frustrating rooting for the Marlins as they go through their struggles, particularly for 

transplants like myself who remember the successes of the teams we grew up with (in my case, the 

New York Mets).  Nevertheless, we have an enjoyable afternoon awaiting us. 

As this bulletin goes to press, we are wrapping up another successful season of our summer 

camp, Camp Kef.  We thank our ECC Director Dorit Kadouri, her staff of teachers, our Executive 

Director Chelsea Rego, our ECC Vice President Richard Rosengarten, and everyone else who 

played a role in the camp’s success.  It was a truly meaningful experience for our youngsters. 

Our new tenant, True North, is moving in and gearing up for the upcoming school year.  Just as 

they are getting settled in, our ECC is getting settled in to its new temporary quarters on the second 

floor of our school building.  We are also moving forward with our plans for the more permanent 

ECC relocation on our campus. 

Before we know it, the High Holidays will be here.  While COVID may never go away completely 

and we need to remain vigilant, we are planning for our first live services since 2019.  We look 

forward to seeing you in person in the sanctuary on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 

Steven Goldstein 

President 

Steven Goldstein 

PRESIDENT 



Na’eem me’od (nice to meet you) I’m Rabbi Jesse. I started here at Bet Shira on July 1st. I’m 

filled with kavod and ruach to be your rabbi. I was born and raised in Chattanooga, TN. After high 

school graduation I attended Hadassah’s Young Judaea Year Course, a gap year program that 

offered university credits and an opportunity to volunteer and get to experience life in Israel. I had a 

phenomenal gap year experience which resulted in my making Aliyah and serving in Golani Special 

Forces in the IDF. While I was a soldier I met our Rebbetzin as she was attending Year Course. 

After a few months of dating, Shira convinced me to leave Israel where I had been living in the 

Negev desert and trade it for the Sonoran desert. I joined Shira at Arizona State University where we 

both completed our undergraduate studies. I then began my rabbinical studies, initially at Ziegler 

(where I had incredible professors and made life-long friends) then at the Reconstructionist 

Rabbinical College (where I again formed strong bonds with peers and mentors). I then spent some 

time immersed in the frum world studying in a Yeshivah in the Old City of Jerusalem and transferring 

to the former Rosh Yeshiva’s new community in Phoenix, AZ (of all places!). I then pursued 

chaplaincy at a Trauma I medical center in Phoenix and after completing chaplaincy residency was 

offered a chaplain role in a Continuous Care Retirement Community in AZ. From there an 

opportunity presented itself to lead a Reform congregation in the metro Atlanta, GA area. Most 

recently I returned to senior care as the rabbi/Director of Spiritual Care at Miami Jewish Health. 

Within one week of our move to Miami we found Bet Shira Congregation. My route to the rabbinate 

was authentic and unconventional, qualities that you will find accurately sum me up. As a rabbi I am 

constantly aware that I represent my community. I could not be a rabbi without my rebbetzin. Shira 

and I have been together since she was 18 and I was 21. I’ll be turning 39 in September. Judaism is 

a family endeavor and I am blessed to have Shira, Rayna, Navah, and Zivah involved in my 

rabbinate. For those of you not familiar with the role of a rebbetzin, it is not a formal role. It is 

essentially an extension of a rabbi (and in case you were wondering, a rebbetzin is the spouse of a 

rabbi). Shira is one of my dearest chevrusas (study partners). As a rabbi I am a religious and 

spiritual leader. Pastoral care is central to my rabbinic practice. My cell phone number is on my 

cards. If you need me I’m here for you. We are a family. I hold office hours, but I try to be out of my 

office as much as possible getting to know our Bet Shira family and our wider community in my 

service as an ambassador of Bet Shira. It is an honor and a calling to be a rabbi. I am privileged to 

be yours.  

Rabbi Jesse Charyn 

Rabbi Jesse Charyn 



In a galaxy thirteen hundred miles away, there lived a genetically rare young girl with bright red 

hair, freckles galore, and piercing blue eyes. Her family consists of her hardworking father, creative 

mother, and three side kick sisters who were not lucky as she to have red hair and blue eyes. As the 

second oldest it was her job to act as a middle child. She played sports, learned piano, received 

academic honors, community service awards, leadership roles in student led organizations, and 

found time to work part time when she was just 15 years old. Her work ethic and dedication never 

wavered. Her excitement for life and passion to give back to her community led her to become a 

certified, badge wearing, stethoscope listening Emergency Medical Technician at 17 years old. 

Volunteering two to three shifts weekly was more than just chillin' with first responders, it was 

rewarding to know that lives were saved.  This led to good feelings and a continued passion in the 

medical field. She moved to Bean-Town (Boston for us ordinary folk) where the tunnel system at 

Northeastern University saved her limbs from being frost bitten. Neuroscience with a focus on pre-

medical courses was fun and the opportunities to volunteer in hospitals and research labs were 

galore. Then she met a boy, THE boy, strictly to study physics with. He had the genius idea to show 

her the warm, sunny world of Miami during the dreary month of December. They packed their bags, 

loaded up the car with two cats and a 50-gallon fish tank, and drove into the sunset. Their first major 

decision was to plan their wedding. Being married made them the power couple of FIU. Presenting 

research, volunteering 100's of hours in a hospital and growing a nonprofit, they knew hard work 

would continue to reward them in life. Five days after graduating Summa Cum Laude, and a 

member of Phi Beta Kappa, she was offered a job as an Administrative Assistant in a large private 

school.  She excelled at her job, was promoted, but soon realized she would have to leave.  New 

requirements, namely her expanding family, required her to be closer to home.  This special red-

haired, blue-eyed woman found an opportunity to learn the synagogue setting at Beth David's 

Gordon School before accepting the position of Chaos Coordinator at Bet Shira. Joining a week after 

the country went into shutdown, she has been creative and innovative in finding new ways to keep 

members connected. She loves being part of such a caring community. Fully committed to Bet 

Shira, she still finds time to continue to use her science skills to nurture curiosity and encourage 

inquiry in students through the Manifezt Foundation. When she isn't working or volunteering, she 

enjoys reliving her childhood through play with Xavi, her son, listening to podcasts, reading books, 

watching new movies, lifting weights, and sleeping.  

 Chelsea Rego 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Chelsea Rego 



I was born, raised and went to school in Philadelphia. I moved to Gainesville, Florida, in 1972 

where my daughters, Rachael and Hallie were born. We moved to Miami in 1980 and I immediately 

enrolled my girls in Beth Am Day School. We soon joined Beth Am where I became a full-time 

volunteer and ultimately a Board member.  I was soon offered a position as Assistant to the 

Executive Director and have been working at synagogues ever since. I was at Beth Am for 13 years. 

I then worked at Bet Breira as the assistant to Rabbi Barry Tabachnikoff z”l.  After the death of Rabbi 

Tabachnikoff z”l I went to work at Temple Judea and was there for 14 years. 

I love working here at Bet Shira and just celebrated my 5-year anniversary on July 11, 2022. I 

look forward to getting to know and working with Rabbi Jesse and to continuing to interact with our 

congregants.  If I’m not able to help, I promise to find someone who will. 

Mary Ann Deaktor 

Mary Ann Deaktor 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

I am Harriet Mautner, the newest member of the Bet Shira staff. Originally from New York, I have 

lived in South Florida since 1978 (in North Miami Beach/Aventura area. Please don’t hold that 

against me). I am lucky enough to say that my son and daughter both live in the Miami area, along 

with their families, including 2 grandchildren. I have been in the “Jewish” business since 1979, first 

as the bookkeeper of several kosher hotels in Miami Beach, and then as controller of a synagogue.   

In my spare time, I enjoy walking, hiking, snorkeling, biking, live concerts, traveling and spending 

time with my grandchildren. I am happy to join the Bet Shira family and look forward to meeting you. 

Feel free to stop by and say hello! 

Harriet Mautner 

Harriet Mautner 

BOOKKEEPER 



I have been the Ritual Assistant at Bet Shira since I showed up in the fall 1988. My ritual 

responsibility has always been chanting Torah, which I learned while training as an adolescent with 

my Czechoslovakian Holocaust survivor teacher in Memphis, Tennessee. From 1988 until 2008 I 

taught Sunday Religious School music, and I trained occasional Bar and Bat Mitzvah students as 

assigned until 2018. In 2018 I assumed full Bar and Bat Mitzvah training responsibility. I taught 

elementary music in Dade County Public Schools from 1980 until my retirement in 2008. I also 

taught religious school at Congregation Bet Breira. Teaching music, Torah and our liturgy to our 

young people gives me great pleasure. 

Avron Smolensky 

Avron Smolensky 

RITUAL ASSISTANT 

Bulletin News 
As Bet Shira prepares for a new year, you will undoubtedly begin to see many changes. True North is 
officially here, the ECC has been temporarily relocated to the second floor of the school building, and 
of course, Rabbi Jesse Charyn is leading us in all things religious. We’ve also changed the bulletin a 
bit. This month we want you to get to know the friendly faces you see on campus every day. From 
administration to maintenance, to security, they are the folks who keep Bet Shira running smoothly. 
So, for this Bulletin, we’re highlighting and introducing you to our staff. 

Tallit Cleaning Notice 
As we prepare to usher in 5783 we are having our tallitot cleaned. While this is 

being done we ask that you bring your personal tallit to services. 
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Todah Rabah 



Katherine Hernandez 

ECC ADMINISRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Dorit Kadouri 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER DIRECTOR 

I have been working with children for over 35 years.  For the last 25 years I have been in 

preschool education. I began my career as a preschool teacher in New York City, was promoted to 

assistant director and then director. My experience has allowed me to work with children from all 

different backgrounds and cultures. It has also allowed me to develop strong leadership skills and a 

positive attitude towards life. Two years ago, I moved to Florida to be closer to my family and was 

fortunate to join The Bet Shira Early Childhood Center. I have a strong commitment to quality care 

and education. As an early childhood director, I prioritize meeting the parent's expectations by 

creating a safe learning environment that adequately meets each child's developmental needs. I 

believe that each child is unique and has infinite potential. 

Dorit Kadouri 

Katherine Hernandez ("Kat") is our Administrative Assistant in The Bet Shira Early Childhood 

Center. She has four years of administrative experience and six years in customer service, making 

her a friendly, motivated, and helpful addition to the Bet Shira family. She enjoys working closely 

with Dorit Kadouri, our ECC Director, assisting new and returning families, as well as facilitating all 

day-to-day preschool tasks. The best part of her job is greeting and interacting with the children. 

Katherine received her Bachelor's degree in English Literature from Florida International University. 

When she is not working, she enjoys reading, rom-coms, Target runs, and spending time with her 

family. 



I became the Musical Director of Bet Shira Congregation on July 1, 2021. My initiation was 

seamless, as I have been known to you, and you have been known to me for well over 30 years. I 

have the joy of playing the piano for services every Friday evening, working closely with Rabbi Jesse 

and Cantorial Soloist Sharon in the selecting and arranging of weekly music for worship and 

celebration. I have enjoyed presenting the Bet Shira Celebration Choir, a paid professional 

ensemble, on several significant occasions, and look forward to a lovely year of holiday 

programming and beautiful music filling the Sanctuary.  

Dr. Alan Mason 

Dr. Alan Mason 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

Sharon is a heartfelt singer who can perform a repertoire of music from Broadway show tunes to 

pop, and especially Jewish Cantorial pieces, Her professional career began when she was accepted 

as a singer to the entertainment unit of the Israeli Army. After completing her two-year service for the 

IDF, Sharon returned to Tel Aviv University, where she earned a B.A. in Musical Theater Arts, 

Drama Therapy, Clown Care & Directing. Sharon is also a graduate of the “Rimon School of Music-

Israel/Berkley and Tel Aviv University where she majored in Voice & Vocal performance. While in 

Israel, Sharon performed all over the country, including entertaining the Israeli troops. For the past 

22 years Sharon had served as a Cantorial Soloist for the High Holiday and other religious 

services.  Sharon released a children's CD & workbook entitled, Hebrew in Song, and is now a 

teacher and the head of public relations of the Rozzen School of the Arts in Boynton Beach. Sharon 

graces us with her music on Friday nights and at our High Holiday services. 

Sharon Alcalay-Leibovici 

CANTORIAL SOLOIST 



ADULT EDUCATION 

Aaron Crair 
INTERIM MARKETING COORDINATOR 

I have been interim marketing coordinator at Bet Shira for about 3 months now, but Bet Shira has 

been a part of my life for much longer. In fact, I had my bar mitzvah here almost 14 years ago. My 

main responsibility is to communicate events to the congregation. I write many of the emails that you 

receive every week, whether it’s wishing you a Shabbat Shalom or telling you about the next fun 

holiday celebration. I design the Shabbat programs shared at our Friday night and Saturday morning 

services. I also designed and assembled the bulletin you’re reading right now, along with the June 

bulletin. While I don’t know how long I will be filling this role, I thank Bet Shira for giving me this 

opportunity, and I look forward to communicating future events to bring our congregation closer 

together. 

Aaron Crair 

Hagit Simkovic 
Shalom Chaverim of Bet Shira, 

My parents, brothers and I became members of Bet Shira (Beth David at that time) when we 

came from Israel, in January 1981 - 41 years ago. I grew up in Israel, served in the Israeli army and 

went to the University of Haifa, studying psychology and special Ed. In Miami I married my wonderful 

husband, Martin Simkovic,  in 1985. I continued my education and got certified by CAJE as a Judaic 

studies and Hebrew language teacher. I taught at Beth Am Day School for 22 years, where both of 

my kids,  Jordan and Tori attended. Currently I teach at the JCC and Bet Shira adult Hebrew 

classes. Coming to Bet Shira on Shabbat is always one of the highlights of my week! 

Here is the schedule of my Bet Shira classes:  

Hagit Simkovic 

Hebrew reading and Haftarah Cantillation.  

an advanced Hebrew conversation class. 

an intermediate Hebrew conversation class. 

a beginning/intermediate Hebrew class. 

Monday: 

 

 

Tuesday: 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM - 

10:30 AM - 12:00 PM - 

12:00 PM -   1:00 PM - 

6:30 PM -   7:30 PM - 



My name is Gustavo Acevedo of Cleaningtech, Inc. and I have been serving Bet Shira families 

for the last 7 years.  My main responsibility is to have the facility ready to start every day, beginning 

at 6:30 AM until we close.  I also assist the Administration Office as well as the Rabbi, Sisterhood, 

Religious School and the Early Childhood Center with their needs for various programs and 

services. I feel proud to be working at Bet Shira and am grateful to be part of the Bet Shira family. 

Gustavo Acevedo 

Gustavo Acevedo 

HEAD OF MAINTENANCE 

Yerson Arias 

HEAD OF SECURITY 

Yerson Arias, our armed security guard, will usually be the first face you see when you enter the 

Bet Shira campus. Born in Cuba and raised in Europe, Yerson speaks English, Spanish and 

Portuguese.  He has been active in martial arts for more than 8 years. He sees himself as family 

oriented and a free thinker. We are so glad that he is now a member of our Bet Shira family. 



RSVP for the Shabbat Dinner at betshira.org/shabbat-dinner 

Buy your Lulav and Etrog at https://members.betshira.org/form/lulavetrog5783 
Email Mary Ann Deaktor with any questions at mdeaktor@betshira.org 







WELCOME BACK WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 19th: 

5:45 pm - In-Person and Virtual Jammies 

and Jeans House of Song led by Rabbi 

Jesse Charyn and Mr. Mason. 

Welcome back to Bet Shira, the House 

of Song! Featuring free dinner, arts & 

crafts, and a musical service. 

 

6:30 pm - In-Person and Virtual Shabbat 

Evening Service led by Rabbi Jesse Charyn, 

Cantorial Soloist Sharon Alcalay-Leibovici, and 

Dr. Alan Mason. Followed by board installation 

and an oneg. 

 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20th: 

9:30 am - The Bar Mitzvah of Simon Berten led by 

Rabbi Jesse Charyn with Avron Smolensky and 

Simon Berten chanting Torah and Simon Berten 

chanting Haftarah. Torah study following Kiddush.  

 

8:30 pm - Havdalah and Melava Malka with light bites. 

 



WELCOME BACK WEEKEND SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21st: 

8:00 am - Blood Drive at Bet Shira 

9:00 am - Religious School kickoff and parent orientation 

Join us for our first day of Religious School! We will begin with Havdalah as a community and 

then learn more about the year including meeting teachers and our new Rabbi. If you have 

any questions, please ask jlc@betshira.org. 

 

11:00 am - Mezuzah making experience and community tabling 

This fun experience will begin at 11:00 am. A local Rabbi and Rabbi Jesse will 

begin with a brief explanation on the inscription inside the Mezuzah and what it 

means for the people inside the house. The families will then move on to the 

actual Mezuzah making process. 

 

12:00 pm - Lunch, schmooze, and ruach session 

Learn about all the different things Bet Shira has to offer, while enjoying homemade Israeli 

food and a ruach session led by our very own Richard Rosengarten! 















Robert Rosen z”l 

 

John Allen Wenzel z”l 

Husband of Nadine Wenzel 

 

Irene Mermelstein z”l 

Wife of David Mermelstein z”l 

IN MEMORIAM 

B’NAI MITZVAH 

SIMON IRA TAYLOR BERNTEN 

August 20, 2022 / 23 Av, 5782 

Simon Bernten is the son of Patricia Taylor 

and Mark Bernten. Simon loves animals and 

enjoys swimming, sports, fishing, gaming, 

and using TikTok. Mazal Tov, Simon! 



TRIBUTES 
We appreciate the thoughtfulness of those who support Bet Shira Congregation by 

remembering and honoring loved ones through generous ontributions. 

CARING KEHILLAH FUND 
 

In Honor of 
 

My son Lael Shapiro’s 43rd 
birthday from Lois Shapiro 

My son Ethan Shapiro’s 45th 
birthday from Lois Shapiro 

Regina Frances’s 80th birthday 
from Stevie & Saul Silverman 

Danny Zelonker for a complete 
recovery from Sheila M. 
Wagner 
 

In Memory of 
 

Nils Nilsson from Nina Epstein 

My husband, Howard Shapiro 
from Lois Shapiro 
 

On Behalf of 
 

Danny Zelonker’s recovery from 
Lois Shapiro 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
FUND 
 

In Memory of 
 

Robert Rosengarten, beloved 
brother of Ron Rosengarten and 
uncle of Richard Rosengarten 
from Joan & David Kobrin 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIDDUSH FUND 
 

In Honor of 
 

Regina Frances’s 80th birthday 
from Stevie & Saul Silverman 

Regina’s big birthday. Happy 
Birthday from Audrey Stone 

Regina Frances on her 80th 
birthday from Laurie Sukel 
 

In Memory of 
 

Fred Schild MD. A wonderful 
and gentle soul, a 
compassionate and wonderful 
surgeon. He will be missed by 
all. From Debbie & Michael 
Troner 
 

MUSIC FUND 
 

In Memory of 
 

Our dearest friend Joe 
Sheingold. May his memory be 
for a blessing. We miss him so 
much. Gerri & Ruben Gurvich 
and families 
 

PROGRAMMING FUND 
 

In Honor of 
 

Regina Frances’s 80th birthday 
from Sara & Steve Horton 
 

In Memory of 
 

Steven Farber from Jill & 
Jonathan Rubin 
 

 

 

 

RABBI'S 
DISCRETIONARY FUND 
 

In Honor of 
 

Rabbi and Shira Charyn 
from Patrice & Dr. David 
Tobolowsky 

For speedy recovery of Laurie 
Wesler, who has COVID, from 
Rochelle Wesler 
 

In Memory of 
 

My beloved father, Daniel Neal 
Heller from Lisa Heller Green 
 

WHERE NEEDED MOST 
FUND 
 

In Memory of 
 

Linton Fowler from Belinda & 
Terry Forman 

Janet Schwartz from Joan & 
David Kobrin 

Robert Rosengarten from Loree 
Schwartz & Bret Heidkamp 

Albert Pincus from Sheila 
Wagner 
 

YAHRZEIT FUND 
 

In Memory of 
 

David Forman from Robin 
Forman 

Leonard, Eleanore, and Barbara 
Wesler and Simon and Helen 
Silburg from Robert W Wesler 

Dedications  
June 23, 2022 to  
August 10, 2022 



SUPPORT OUR SYNAGOGUE 
WITH AMAZON SMILE! 

 

Bet Shira Congregation is part of the Amazon Smile 
Charity Program, an Amazon website that allows     
Amazon customers to choose a charity and  

designate to it 0.5% of every purchase.  

So when you do your shopping through Amazon, 
whether its books, paper goods, toys, or anything you 
desire, do it through Amazon Smile and choose to  
support Bet Shira! Just start each shopping session    
at https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2500437.  
 
Once there, you will automatically be supporting  

Bet Shira Congregation with your purchases.  

 

 

ADVERTISE IN THE SEPTEMBER 

BET SHIRA BULLETIN 

DEADLINE DATE: AUGUST 20TH 

 

COST:  

BUSINESS CARD: $36 

1/4 PAGE: $90 

1/2 PAGE: $180 

FULL PAGE: $260 

Email: marketing@betshira.org 

HIGH SCHOOLERS 
 

Interested in community service hours? Join us 
Sunday mornings and Wednesday evenings to 
help inspire children to embrace their Jewish 
knowledge and faith. If you are interested in 
being a strong role model for our students 
during class in the Jewish Learning Center, 
please email info@betshira.org. 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
 

SHABBAT 
Join us for in-person or virtual Friday Nights at 
6:30 p.m. and for Shabbat on Saturday 
Mornings at 9:30 a.m. 
 

JAMMIES AND JEANS 
Friday, August 19, 2022 at 5:45 p.m. 
Back to School 
 

MINYAN 
Join us on Monday through Friday at 8:30 a.m. 
and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  
 

HAVDALAH 
Join us for virtual Havdalah on Zoom and 
Facebook Live Saturday night 
 

Zoom links can be found at betshira.org 

NOW HIRING 
 

The Early Childhood Center is actively seeking 

teachers to join the team. We are looking for 

teachers who have experience 

working with children. If you are 

interested in learning more 

please email info@betshira.org 

with your resume. 


